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Mr. Chairman:
| commend you and your colleagues for holding this important hearing.

If 2,800 American children were suddenly abducted by Somali pirates or a
trans-national kidnapping ring or a group of terrorists, the President of the United
States would summon congressional leaders to the White House, convene an
emergency meeting of the National Security Council in the Situation Room,
dispatch Delta forces and U.S. aircraft carriers to where the children were being
held, send his United Nations Ambassador to convene an emergency meeting of
the Security Council, and go before the nation in prime time to report on what the
U.S. government would do to secure the return of these abducted children.

As you know, 2,800 American children have been abducted and are being
held illegally in other nations-- not in one dramatic action, but in ones and twos,
month after month, year after year. But there is no emergency meeting in the
White House or the State Department and no sense of crisis. Nor can any honest
observer argue that the either the Executive Branch or Congress have mobilized
the full resources of our government to secure the prompt return of these
children.

The problem we face is not a lack of awareness about this continuing
national tragedy.

The Chairman of the House International Relations Committee is
particularly eloquent on this subject:

“As a parent of four children and four grarndchildren | cannot think of a
more terrifying nightmare than one in which one of my children or grandchildren
were abducted...The sheer panic, fear, and sickness one must feel has to be
paralyzing...It is my sincere hope that by raising these issues once again, we are
able to come to workable solutions to bring out kids home where they belong”

A member of the International Relations Committee said

“We as elected Representatives owe a better international system to
people who have suffered so tremendously”.

Another member of the International Relations Committee said this:



“It seems to me, in real life, international agreements are meaningless
unless they’'re enforced aggressively by us...especially when you're dealing with
children, enforcement and timeliness are absolutely critical, because one year,
two years, or three years is a lifetime for a parent or for a child...it doesn’t appear
we are trying hard enough.”

Your Senate colleagues are equally passionate. Here is the Chairman of
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee:

“Parents have reported to me the failure by the United States to initiate
vigorously diplomatic and law enforcement tools seeking the return of their
children. These parents report a sense of frustration---and | can understand
that—with the obviously low priority placed on the return of abducted children
compared to other diplomatic relations.

And the ranking member of the Senate Foreign Relations says:

“The act of taking a child in violation of a custodial order...across
international borders is a heinous crime, which is extremely heart wrenching for
the parent left behind and for the child or children affected....it is timely for the
Committee to review the operations of the (Hague) Treaty.”

Every one of us would agree with these sentiments, but here is the problem
in quoting them.

The quote from the Chairman of the International Relations Committee
dates from a hearing “A Parent’s Worst Nightmare: The Heartbreak of
International Child Abductions” which was held on June 22, 2004 — more than 5
years ago--and the Chairman is the late Henry Hyde.

The quotes from the two members of the same Committee were from an
earlier hearing on abducted children held more than 10 years ago (October 14"
1999.) And the members were Sam Gejdensen of Connecticut and Kevin Brady of
Texas.

The statement | cited from the Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee is from a hearing 11 years ago on the U.S. response to International
Parental Abduction (October 1%, 1998) and the Chairman quoted is the late Jesse
Helms. The second Senator quoted from the same hearing was then ranking
member, now Vice President, Joseph Biden

In quoting your colleagues, some of whom have passed away since those
statements were made, | don’t make light of their efforts or doubt their sincerity in
making these statements. Indeed, it is to their credit and yours that, they like you,






