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My name is Peter J. Messitte. 1am a United States District Judge for the District of
Maryland, where I have served since 1993. For eight years before that I was a Judge on the
Circuit Court for Montgomery County, Maryland

Please bear with me while 1 recite some of my qualifications, which I think you will
find give me something of a unique perspective on today’s hearing.

Currently | am one of 4 American Judges (the only Federal Judge) who has been
designated by the U.S. State Department as an International Network Judge under the Hague
Convention on Child Abduction. I’'ll say more about this in a moment.

Although federal judges do not ordinarily deal with cases involving domestic
relations, it happens that under the Hague Convention federal and state judges have
concurrent jurisdiction. That is, a federal judge may as easily hear a case under the
Convention as a state judge can.

Beyond that, for the past 25 years I have been very much involved in Rule of Law
activities around the world, principally in Latin America and Africa, but also in Europe and
Turkey. From 1997 to 2003, I was a member of the International Judicial Relations
Committee of the U.S. Judicial Conference, where I chaired the Working Group on Latin

America and the Caribbean. But Brazil has always been my principal focus. My wife and

&



I were Peace Corps volunieers in Sao Paulo in 1967-68 and both as a lawyer and judge [ have
maintained extensive contacls with Brazil and the Brazilian Judiciary since then.

1 am proud to say that my work in bringing together the Brazilian and American
Judiciaries has been widely recognized in Brazil and last year, on account of that, [ was made
an Honorary Citizen of the City of Sao Paulo. | speak fluent Portuguese.

1 am also quite familiar with the Goldman case, having met with David Goldman and
his attorney, Patricia Apy. | have spoken with a number of Judges in Brazil about the case
and have helped keep the State Department apprised of the significance of various court
rulings from Brazil in connection with it.

But let me come back to my role as a Judicial Network Judge under the Hague
Convention where [ serve as one of the American designees, along with Judge James
Garbo:ino of California, Judge Mary Sheffield of Missouri, and Judge Judith Kreeger of
Florida.

The Hague International Judicial Network is a fairly recent innovation of the Hague
Convention which operates pursuant to a draft protocol under tne Convention, by which each
of the signatory countries designates one or more judges to represent their judiciary in
international contacts involving the Hague Convention. Since all Hague Convention cases
by definition involve international contacts, having specifically designated judges in each
country in terms of facilitating the cases is extremely helpful.

As stated in the dralt protocol:






